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IT WAS a great war which gave
woman suffrage its tirst impetus
in the United States, and now

another war has hastened the
hour ot its success. It is not, how-
ev>r. in the last analysis the war

vhich has brought about tho victory.
rt ls the forty years since the suf¬
frage amendment wa?. first introduced
into the United States Senate; forty
vears in which American women

learned *o formulate their own opin-
ions ar.d stick to them. Therefore it
ig fitting that we should, in the hour
of victory. glance backward once more

?o the stalwart souls who began tho
crusade in the days when it was not
popular.
The first mention of woman suf¬

frage in American history is the
famous le'.ter written by Mrs. Abigail
Ad3ms. in 1776, to her husband, John
adsms, when the Constitution was be¬
ing franied. What a lot of trouble it
would have saved if John had on'.y
had a little more rcs:>ect for his wife's
request.

.'I long to hear that you have de¬
clared an independency," she wrote,
"and, by tlie way, in the new code of
laws which I suppose it will be neces¬

sary for you to make, I desire you
would remember the ladies and be
more ger.erous and favorahle to them
than were your ancestors."

In 1S48 the women drew up their
first "Declaration of Rights" at a con¬
vention in Seneca Fails, N. Y. They
demanded changes in laws which made
woman "morally an irresponsible be¬
ing"; compelled her to give unques-
tioning obedience to her husband and |
deprived her of occupation in protit-
able emnloyments.
"Man." read the wrathful clima.x,

"has assumed the prerogatives of
Jehovah himself, claiming it as his
right to assign for woman a sphere
of action, when that belongs to her
conscience and her God."
The woman's movement grew and

flourished >:de by side with the Aboli-
tlonists, but to the grief of the women
when ihe amendmenta to the Con¬
stitution were framed the word
"maie" was inseried. Eiizabeth Cady
Stanton anc! Susan B. Anthony made a

ee,cond attempt to have the word "sex"
included in that clause which con-
eerned "race, color. or previous condi¬
tion of servitude." All their efforts
were unavailing.

le. 1S78 the woman's cause was first
heard from on the floor of Congress,
when Senator Sergeant, of California,
introduced tho "Susan B. Anthony
amendment,

It was then that suffrage. "got on

the front page." lt was not such a

lon-j story tha! The Now York Tribune
of that day published, but it was s.

bit ing cr.-i a scathing one.

ad, actually in-
vade l th .. :orrid-: ra, and had
the impci buti mhole the Sen-
al 11 ..-. their way to luncheon, so that
it w?.s most uncomfortable.

Ihe Btory of woman suffrage during
f- the forty years that lr.tervened is a

story of persistence and faith such
as ihe anr.als of no cther cause can
boast. Campaigning in those day3 was
a far (i:rrerc-:if thing from the cam-

paigns b; automobile and Pullman car
which our women make to-day.al-
'-- ¦;. « -lo not forget the hardships

rural districts undergone even by
the gir!s of this suffrage generation,
or the last journey over the Rocky
Mountains. which cost the life of the
most beautiful suffrage campaigner,
Inez Milholland Boissevain.
The greatest figure of these days,

the woman wl o m >re than any othet
?ns leo thc slender ranks of the
women v....-, would >t forget nor rc-
r.ou.-.c- their cause, was Susan B. An¬
thony- "Aunt Susan" of the red shawl
and the gentle voice, the quick wit and
the abidir.g faith. She it was who
p'.ar.r.ed the long years of the cam¬
paign, seeir.g far in the future tht
euccesses which are now come to pass,
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By Carrie Chapman Catt
WOMEN who have campaigned
for the vote have had occa-
i;on to know well how
great is the inenace to

American institutions from an illiterate
non-English speaking electorate.

rhese women did not wait to be
.» ed by a world war which should
'; onal consciousness almost
"¦"' '¦'¦'. breaking point. They had met

ack spots in American citizenshipbefore. They had seen groups of men,
unable to read or speak the English
-- y. -¦¦:-, raarshalled to the polls to!
defeat the ideals of freedom for which,
.s American-born womm of democratic
aacestry, they had long struggled.
Wben the National American Woman

Saffrsge Association made its offer of
".» the United : tates Govern-

February, 1917, its programme
'.-¦{ the need '.f a campaign of

'. '' r ".. hich at that early.tage ot the war was elsewbere gen-erally looked upon a» <»f slight lm-
portanee. o,<- governmental officer
m*-.r*.r} oner.ly «t the id«-a that Ameri-
eanization was needed ln war prepara-

Bat the N'ational's^jpredictlon, based
M»*n'» experlence al! ov.-r the

proved corr«ct. lt v/»« not
wig before the Federal eathorlties*"¦*« sppeaHng to Governors and state
«wuUm ot dafeaea to push forwardm* rocvement, and a natioaal Arneri-caalzatloa eaniaranee waa called byUM government.

wbefc was the reason?
Almuak a* ,oon as praetleal efforts*ge* ta nwmld rnto « homogenaoos..y the nass of men Kather*d by the

leven mentioning: 1920 as the year of
the final victory.
"You had to be born early to pet

ahead of your Aunt Susan." This was
the caption under which "The Woman
Citizen" published recently a reminder
to New York suffragists that theyshould take unto themselves little
credit for inventing sufTrage stunts.
"Aunt Susan" published a suffrage
paper, "The Revolution," whose motto
was "Men, their rights and nothing
more; women, their rights and nothingless." This publication was sold on
the streets of New York fifty years
ago by "girl newsies, clad in red and
jvreen uniforma, with nettcd bags in
which to carry their papers."
Then came the English militants.
llistorians are going to ponder much

over the strange awakening which
camo to the suffragists of this country
as a result of the English agitation,
which, in the main, Americans de-
plored.

In 1910 tho New York public was

horrified to see a parade of yellow
taxicabs fi 11ed with "unsexed creatures,
who would upset all the dignity of
our municipal government," headed for
City Hall, Later the streets were
fillad with the "new women," harangu-
ing the crowds from terrible things
called soap boxes. Suffragists merely
laupr'ned nnd said that since the public
could not go to their parlor meetings
they would go to the public.
Xew organizations sprang up, headed

by suffragists who had been to Eng¬
land and worked with the terrible Mrs.

And presently the stuntg were not
so terrible, and the conservative group
adopted them, one by one. There was
a parade in 1911; a tiny, straggiing
thing, much frowned upon. There was
another in 1912 and another in 1913, in
which all the organizations of the city
joined, a "pageant" now, in the lan¬
guage of the press, much admired.
There were such things as "General"
Rosalie Jones's famous hikes to Al-
oany and Washington, suffrage aviation
tights, sufTrage prize cows, and even a
;uffrage prize fight.
Most of this intense suffrage ac-

Fro
In the mcanllme, the West had beenbusy, and seven new states had beenadded to the suffrage famiiy. Dr. Shaw

got "Aunt Susan's" diamond pin out:of the safe deposit vault.an enamelledAmerican flag with four suffrage dia-
monds in the blue field.and had the
seven new star diamonds inserted,with prayer3 of thanksgiving.
The new stars stood for Washing-ton, 1910; California, 1911; Kansas,Oregon and Arizona, 1912; Alaska,1913, and Montana and Nevada, 1914.
With the representatives of these

lew states in Congress pledged to vote

Newark, N. J., 1913.The
start of the famous suffrage hike
from New York to Washing¬
ton captained by Rosalie
Jones.
(Right).Susan B. Anthony,
first president of the !\Tational
American Woman Suffrage
Association.

Pankhurst. They did "lawless things"
ike chalking the sidewalks with notices
>f their meetings nnd parading through
he East Side with a hurdy-gurdy and
* monkey.
The sufTrage v. :rld was torn into

wo factions.the conservatives, led by
Jr. Shaw and Mrs. Catt, and the radi¬
cals, led by Mrs. Harriot Stanton
31at?h. Most of the excitemem: of
hose days tmanated from the little
lingy basement headquarters of the
i-Vomen's Political Union, where Mrs.
31atch sat beside her kitchen fire
:huckling and cooking up new stunts.

tivity centered in New York City. The
parades especially demonstrated to
the peopie the enormous, unsuspected
growth of "Aunt Susan's" movement.
The results began to show in Albany,
where the half dozen suffrage socle-
ties had organized a joint legislatlve
committee.
With many friends the numbers of

their enemies had no terrors for the
suffragists. Undaur.ted, they de¬
manded of the Legislature an im-
mediate re-submission of the question
to the peopie. In two years it was
passed.

for a national amendment, the suf¬
frage leaders reorganizcd their cam¬
paign in Washington, und the Susan
B. Anthony amendment was intro-
duced into the arena of practical
politics.
Then developed one of the most dra¬

matic, and at the same time most com-

plicated chapters of the whole history
of suffrage in this country, a chaptei
which includes the great schism in
suffrage ranks, and comes to a climas

with the suffrage pickets before the
White House last fall.

In 1912 there appeared suddenly on
the suffrage horizon two young disci-
ples of Mrs. Pankhurst, Alice Paul and
Lucy Burns. They were American
school teachers, studying at English
universities when the militant move¬
ment in London first challcnged their
attention, and then won their allegi-

i

New York, 191 7.Twenty-five hi
ing the signatures of more tlian s
who want'ed to vote

(Lefl).Washington, 1913.
A great suffrage pageant which
ended in a riot
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ance. They returned to America, full
of the new spirit, which bade suffrag¬
ists make their causa a politieal issufc
anc! an irritation in the halls of law-
makers. As chairman of the Con¬
gressional Committee AHce Paul
arranged the first parade of suffrag¬
ists ever held in Washington, a parade
led by Inez Milholland Boissevain on
a white horse and "General Rosalie
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.cvc >.,::;-

S*SS^^$SSS^*$»^^..\^^VW^^^

PBOtoa iD Underwood" & L'nderwoud
indied women carried boards bear-
million New York State women

Jones" and her hikers in brown pil¬
grim cloaks, who had travelled on foot
all the way from New York to present
to the new Democratic President on the
day of his inauguration the petition ot
women for democracy.
Woodrow Wilson arrived in Wash¬

ington on the afternoon bofore his
inauguration.

"Where are all the peopie 2" he
asked, gazing blankly at. the almost
empty streets.
"Oh, everybody's over on the ave-

nue looking at the suffragettes," an-
swered the reception committee.
This parade was the first "militancy"

in Washington.a militancy which con-
sisted merely of parades and pageants
and visltors at the White House who
insisted on seeing the President. Sedate
Washington, however, was much
stirred, and the affairs attracted much
attention in the press of the entire
country. Mrs. Catt and Dr. Shaw,
startled at the energy of their young
assistants, tried to curb them, but the
two youngsters had worked with Mrs.
Pankhurst, and they cared not a fig
for the decorum of Washington. They
broke away from the National Ameri-
can Woman Suffrage Association and
from the Congressional Union, attract-
ing to their ranks the malcontents and
radicals from the mother organization,
and swinging into line also a number
of newcomers in tlie sufTrage world.
Tho real break, however.the break

which broke hearts as well as suffrage
letterheads.the break which made the
peculiar contribution of the Congres-
sional Union to suffrage annals--a con-
tribution whose value to suffrago ia
going to be debatabie until the final
authority speaks many years from
now.was Alice Paul's invention of the
theory of party responsibility.
"The Democratic party is in power,"

said Miss Paul, "therefore it is up
to the Democrats to pass our bill.
The Republicans couldn't do it if we

asked them to. Wo will hold the
Democrats responsible, and if they
don't pass our bill we shall defeat
them for reelection."

In the Congressional elections of
1914 the Congressional Union orga¬
nized the women voters of the West
into a fighting group, who campaigned
against all Democratic candidates, for
the one reason that the Democrats had
not passed the suffrage amendment.
Undoubtedly the Congressional Union

made enemies.
Dr. Shaw with tears in her eyes

cried:
"They have lost our amendment for

us! I shall never forgive them!"

On the other hand, Miss Paul and hes
followers claimed that Congress knew
but one language, votes, and that by
the mere threat of adversa voti
could keep Congress in line '<
favors. Nelther Democrats not Kepub
licans would nsk another campaignwith the women attacking them.
The Woman'- Party was ted hv

Miss Paul at tho Panan %;io
sition and gathered signatures ..

summer to a monster petit
en voters of the West, H «
carried across tho country by women
Iautomobilists and presented to i'i ..

ident Wilson with great By
this time President Wilson's enormous
'infiuence as the leader of hi
had been well demonstrated. Tho
Woman's Party direc£l
tions to him, deelaring that
but say the word Congress would jump
through the suffrage wheel Finally,
when the death of li
Boiieevain had wrung th« '.- ¦..--. p£
suffragists al! over the countrj
they began their picketing ol th< W
House as a protest against
less sacrifice of women's lives" in this
movement. The President had Sepeat-
edly told them that he could not lead
his party in this matter, th.it it
question for the sovereign otates to
decide for themselves, but Miss I'aiil
and Miss Burns retorted that it was a
nationsl nnd not a state issue, and tl .it

they would stand af hia ga:es to re-
mind him of that fact.

In this country aa soon ur- war n IS
declared against Germany the suf-
fragists offered their services to the
Federal and state governments. I'i
New York state the referendum rain-

paign was already under way, - the
suffragists gave up street mectinga and
parades and devoted the streiij
their organization to t%

'military census, to war gai
food conservation, and feeding the sol-
diers at Plattsburg and Camp l pton.
Practically the only suffrage campaign-
ing that was done at cl! was the oe-

curing of signaturos to a greal ttate*
wide, house to house petition. This
was s'^ned by over one milli n womi n
land it silenced forever the plea nf the
anti-suffragists that women do nol
want the vote.
Then came the two paradi one ¦

parade of the Red Cross, with Flfth
Avenue filled with marching womi n in
blue and gray uniforms, ready for
overseas duty, or wearing the pictur-
esqne white headgear which i
bandages and compresses for uvoui
men. This was rot a suffrage
at all, but it was a womai 's parad
New York was learning that su fragists
and women were much the same.
upon it followed the suffrage parade,
a parade'of mothers with si rvic
folded over their heart-. mothers who
faltered a bit in the march as the
newsboys' raucous cry lunded be-
tween the brass bands "A
trenches in Franc ¦!" Bel
i rs came the i omen 10 had :
with what talenl they 1
try's call, the woi ei
women police, the women
the conductorcttcs and farmere ti
New York went "over %

suffrage" with a majority <,f 140,440
votes, to the surprlse of the world.
and it must be confessed to the '¦<->-
mentary astonishment of tl
fragists themselves.
And tho final chapi <

"Why did it take o !<
Mrs. Carrie Chapman itt, sident

of the National American Woman Bul
frage Association. recognized leader %
the cause at the moment ,,-' its trium ih,
smiles tolerantly when the impatient
younger generation puti thai .>

"The whole world it
mously a;':. -. :.

sr.is. "In ti,i- beginning
movement. th< re
carried on by a few pioni .<

willing to buck tl,. ti.i--
opinion rather than go with it. J.-
perceptihly the tide chances and '%
fioaters rr, well fhters join
the rank? "

s
Iraft it became manifcst that one
3f the greatest handicaps to swift
mobilization lay ln the inability of
thousands of men to understund Eng¬
lish commands or to read camp direc-
tions.

Dr. Claxton, head of the Federal
Board of Education, tells of the re¬
quest of one commander for a machine
?un corps. Out of the group sent him
one hundred and thirty-sovcn men had
to be sont back to be taught suffi-
rient English to read their instruction?.
Army flgures for drafted men showed

that ono quarter of the 1,552,256 men
examined were unable to read Ameri-
:an newspapeis or to writo home to
their families. They were unable to
anderstand the sijrns posted about the
camps or the written ordera from
headquarters.

In the first draft, thirty to forty
thousand men hampered tho speeding
up of th'1 army preparntions because
they could not nign their own names,
read their manual of arms, understand
Mgnai.i or follow the Mjn-nal corps in
time of b/i"!r.

"Miracle,
Perhaps"

It ls a miracle, perhaps, 'hot :,o

'lampf-red America made such progress
is nhe did. But what might she not
havo done. had this handicap not
JXlst*d ?
Quirkly organized efforts to tcach

these soldiers in a few weeks whfit.
they should have known before the
war began were phenomenally surress-
'»i!, yet there were some factorlos,
trhere huge government orders were
>eing rushed, whose owners would not

permit the interruptlon of work by
education classes.
When tlie war ended the task of

Americanization was still incomplete.
Soldiers and ammunition workers have
come back to a peace programme and
to the porils and friction of recon¬

struction but dimly understanding the
meaning of the democracy which they
fought to save and which they must
now work to protect. and cherish.

lt is right at this point that the
women of the country have sad knowl¬
edge of the use which may be made of
the illiterate vote to defeat righteous
ends.

Read the lists of referenda through
which state after atate has passed to
gain the ballot for its women. Often
the women who have led those cam-

paigns have been descendants of
Revolutionary ancestors. In their velns
hus flowed perhaps the blood of the
very men who devlsed and created
American dfinocraey, yet they have
stood powcrless hrside 1ho polliifg
booths while illiterate men, often only
a few years in this country, have been
voted in blocks against them.
These new cltizens, drifting into this

country through the naturalization
courts, whence they cmergo at voting
cltizens, without knowing how or why,
i.re often tho articulate voice of an in-
visible government which somehow
manages to speak its will through
them.

In the whirlwind campnlgns ron-
mon to democracies the final frenzy
for success makes men turn to strange
and harrled methods to gain it. They
find themielves driven into last-
tninute compromisc and unholy ulli-
ances In order to turn votes this w.ny

or that at the behest of great com¬
mercial interests. Many a good cause

has gone down to defeat because of
this use of the massed vote of the
illiterate.

"In Every
Party" ,

This infinence is not Democratic, it
is not Republican, il is found in every
party when politieal expediency rur,3
amuck and principles arc left behind.

ln ^rder to clarify what we mean

by a programme of Americanization, it
is best at once that the world should
not connote. what Germanbing tho
AlsHtinns has meant in Europe. It
should mean the effort to give al!
foreign-born residents in the United
States an inccntivc to be true Amer¬
icans.
We have seen, during the war, with

what rapidity and success tlie prob-
lems of unifying tho country may be
met when united govcrnmcntal action
is brought to bear upon it.
Why may not a programme for a

patriotic peaco be carried forward with
equal success if all politieal parties,
state and national governmentB will
unite upon a method of work and throw
themselvns whole-heartedly into its
leaderBhip? Its object should be not
rneroi? to Americanizo our foroign
citizena bul to naturalize the whole
electorate, for there is no more rea¬
son why tho United States should
tolcrato an indigenous than a trans-
plunted illiteracy.
Thero ls no reason why every citi¬

zen, min) or woman, foreign or native-
born, sbould not lake an oath of alle-
giance, become educateil ln tlie mean-

ing of American ideals, nnd become

thoroughly informed on federal, state
and local problems.
To this end, I make the following

nine proposals for a better America:
I. Compv.lsory Education in Every

State.
Most of our oducationr.l hirt-s are now

inadequate and the period of school
attendance is not sufficiently enforced.
Schools or teachers should bo furnii
the remotcr sections ot the country;
and there should be n definite period
set beyond which not one child over
fourtoen should he found in this
country who cannot read or write.
And that time ought not to be far off,
not later than 1925.
77. Education of Adults.

This is an end which will be difnculs
fc> attain, since adult illiteratcs are

apt to be npathetie about Iearning.
Extension courscs in the public schooh;
will not be enough to arouse tho am-
bition of those wcaric.l by a hard
day'a work. But the fillip to ambi-
tinn from knowing that American
citizenship depends upon it, should
help to awaken eagerncss for the study
of American institutiohs.

Women
Will Lead

I here are organizations of women,
Whose \ision is broad, who are eager
and willing to enlist themselves in
the patriotic service of creating a bet¬
ter national spirit, who could and
would give a sympathetic and under¬
standing leadcrship to such a movc
ment. Much haa been done, ui

greot hr.ndicnp3, by those women. [li
much more might he done if they had
tho support of u national poliey (o
sustnin them. I
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///. E7iglish Should Be Our National
Language.

This does n >1 monn that the kno vl-
edge of other languagi s eeded in
commc rei il an dipl mi ic posii ions
hpul be t: it of our

schools. It d ¦- n that no iol,
p blic or rivate, givit - ,coi .. .- of
:'.' m rai di cation, should be conduct-
ed in any m ;ui .¦:'¦¦ v thi n Englii h.
During tho war it was discovered that
there were large numbers of public

iols in rural districts conducted in
the German language and where no
word of Englifth was spoken.
IV. There Should Be Higher Qualifica-

tions for Citizenahip and More Im-
presaive Cercmoniala of Naturaliza.
tion.

Our naturalization law is more than
a hundred years ol i. and has been
but slightly rn difii since it was
drawn up. In the meanwhile our im-
migration has bi .ome gigantic, its
prol ms ci mplicati d and immense.
What began as a small stream of new-

i to this counti-y, with interests
differing but slightly from those of
the native stock, had become, just'be-
forc the war, practically unrestricted
nnd immenscly divorse. Our naturali-
;,.,. |0T] [aw n(, ,fJg nmCnCJlng
V. There Should Be D red Cit zenahipl

for Womi !, Voi the P -ee. nt Indi-
re«t './. .¦¦¦¦ , 122; :/i r-FomonMay
Be Q ilifii V .,, Through Citi¬
zenahip by Marriage.

Woman's qualiiication for the bal-
lot should include individual natu¬
ralization, compelling the wifo to at-
tain the same degreo of intelligence
for her dutiea tm Ima her husband.
I/. Education in Citizmship Should Bo

Exlcnded io the Foreign-born

Through Their Foreign Language
Newspapers.

A Icnowledge of the principles of
government, the meaning of Anfteri-
can ideals, simple lessons in citizen¬
ship, e»planations of political even%
ought to be made compulsory by the
government in every foreign news-
paper, and eopy for such lessons
should bo provided by the Federal
government.

Impressive
Oath
VII. Every Citizen, Male or Female,

Native or Foreign-Born, Edueated
or Ignorant, Should Take au Im¬
pressive Oaik of Allegianee to t;">
United States an One Qualification
for t!>c Yot".

VIII. fkere Should Be Schools of Citi¬
zenship in Every Rural School Die-
trict and City Ward in Conjunction
with the Public School.

Attendance should he made com¬

pulsory for all youth and would be to
all intents and purposes compulsory
for adults if a certificate from such a
school were made a qualitication for
naturalization and for the vote.
Such schools, with the effe«tivenej«.s

nf their pvgrammes proved and with
their functions coordinated with th'
naturalization courts and election
boardj", would doubtless require a gen-
eration for etfeetivenesn, but if national
support could be given this ideal a
eertificate of citizenBhip ought event-
ually to become the proudest token of
successfully applied democracy. \IX. There Should Be an Educational

Qualification for Every Voter in the
United States After a Detintt* Date.

This test ought to be sufficiently

thorough to signify real intellige ice
and to elimi em-

b!ems on thc ballot to guide the votor
to his party ticket.
There is in tl

rapidly incrcasing num >er ol
who aro full iters, p irl ia
near voters. Tl se \ men I
only striven for then cil n ghts as
no other gi
ha ever :! riven, b .;.
instances, they are daug
granddaughters of other won
have longed a:;d worked
iot. In proportion as they have worked
ihe significance of the
politieal freedom has become e

portanoe. These women cai
teem lightly or trcat with un<
the citizenship which it ha i
time and energy and saci

will t' t rs l i h e i r
as purchi

e great

tam. N< ither
sons to regard
ligible thia £
price.

II is to these millions of new we
men eitizens, whole-hearted for Amer¬
ican betterment, that the nation must
look for aid. and they are wi
give that aid.
They are equipped to give.i1 They

are democracy-conscioua a. i .-|.
group is conscious.

In hundreds of thousand ol
they ar* thc mothera of bc>%,
fought for the world freedom, and
whoru. that fight was more sucred he
cause of tkeir mothera' belief ,n hu¬
man freedom.
Within four months women of eight

states havo been granted the right tb
vote for the President of the United
States. Within six months the Women
of three other states havo been graated
suffrage on equal terms with men.


